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his enormous estates. They left their little house at
Bookham, but did not cross to Ireland. Helen Duf-
ferin had shown signs of that weakness of the chest
which had proved so fatal to the Sheridan family;
and the doctors ordered her to Italy. They took a
house at Castellamare, with a wide terrace, a striped
awning and little trees in pots. Their son and heir
was sent to Mr. Cookesley's house at Eton where he
remained till 1843.

In the summer of 1841 his father was obliged to
leave Italy for a few weeks to settle some sudden
complication which had arisen in the management of
his Irish estates. He also desired (being only an Irish
peer) to stand for Parliament and had in fact been
adopted as prospective candidate for an impending
by-election at Chatham. Before going to Chatham he
went down to Eton and spent a happy day with his
young son, feasting him and his friends with cham-
pagne. He then left for Chatham, fought and lost his
election, and three weeks later travelled to Liverpool
on his way to Ireland. On boarding the steam-packet
for Belfast he felt slightly feverish and searched among
his papers for that prescription which had been so
valuable to him when stricken in India or on the
Amazon. It was a prescription for morphine pills,
and he sent his servant on shore with instructions to
hurry to the nearest druggist. While the chemist was
making up the prescription the steamer's bell clanged
a warning across the wharf. The chemist was so
flustered by this interruption that he appears to have
compounded a fatal dose. When the boat arrived at
Belfast it was found that Lord Duflferin lay dead in
his bunk.